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5 M, Inc.
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Dear Mr Tn^^*.4Pa'\Jtr.

APR E ? 095

DlvtsroNor:
O!!- GAS& MINING

serious public safety and health problems causing unnecessary orY19"" degradation of Fed.erar lands have been identifj.ed in theSilver Reef area j.n T. 4t S.,-n. 14 W., sec. 1 and LZ- TheEnvironmental pr:otection_ Agency (EpA) has recentry identifiedseveral hazardous material sitei i.n the area. The primary si.te isthe abandoned sulfuric acid reacn pad and ..=o"iit"ct ponds on the
I":l- Buckeye (UMC-_30072), Friction #6 (UrqC 4L645), and Newcalifornia (u'c gg0zo) mining claims. several smaller sites havealso been identified 91 n1i.rit"-prop"rty in the area. The Bureauof Land Management's (sr-,M) inslJction of the site has identifiedabandoned mine and processirrg eiuipment on reaeiai rands. The utahDivision of oil , Gas, and-ul'ning (uDoGM) Abandoned Mine LandReclamation program also identtfied public safety hazardsassocl-ated with the abandoned undergrourid rirr" workings. Thepreliminary study by the EpA identifiEs a wetrand be10w the reachsite, and soil sampres from the wetrand contain erevated metals
|3vg1s, possibly as a result of the leachi"g ;;;r"tion. Furtherstudy and monitoring of this wetland is belni a;;".
our information i-ndicates that 5M, rnc. is responsi-ble for thissite because it was the crairnanr during th; ;;;i;d (Lgrg throughL982) when the leach site was.o"strncted, and active, and it is thecLaimant of record- 5M, i""- 

"ppiied for a patent on these Federallands and claimed as i*p.o'"."-rif= several oi the sites now causingproblems' 5M' rl". rireo a 'T,totice of rntentions to conm.nceMining operations" for the 'isilver Reef Mi.nes,, in Aprir of rgzgw'th LJDoGM' The-existing site ippears to be the ini.tiar phase ofoperatlons described in ihis notice.
To alleviate the publi.c hazards, sev,eral agencies are workJ.ngtogether to deverlp a comprehensive reclamation and rehabi.litationplan for the entiie sitel rt"-sia and gureau or necramation, inconjunctJ'on with uDocM 1n! BLM, are devel0plng a recramation planfor the hazardous material si"tes. The uDoGM Abandoned Mine Land



Reclamation program and the BLM are deveroping a rehabititationplan for the underground. mines. After tlie ietland nonitoringstudies are completed, a rehabiritation pran for-t-n#*"re"a';fii;;developed if necessary.

several instances_ o-{-^noncompliance with the Fed.eral miningregulations (43 cFR 3Bo9) exist on the site. Fairure to correctthese items wilr read to the issuance of a Notice of Nonco*priance,and possibly other legal actlons.
The mininq legulations became effecti.ve on January r, 19g1, and
:?sgitpq filJ-ng a Notice or pran of operations f-or any s,r.ra"Jdisturbing mining operati-ons on Federal rands. For operationsongoLng on January L, 1991, 43 cFR 3g09.1-g required filing aNotice with 30 days, or a plan withl_n LZO adys. 5M, f-nc.apparently faile_d to compry with this reguration. 5M, rnc. nowneeds to submit documentation to !!e BLM .i""iryi"g and describJ_ngthe dl-sturbance they are responsible for it trr6 site.
The mining regurations also require that recramation be done by theoperator in a timery manner (43 cFR 3gog.1-1). To date it apiearsthat 5M, rnc- has not made any significant effort to recraim thesurface disturbance caused by tieiioperations, altnough operatlonsceased several years ago. This fiilure to reclaj.fr i. carr=irrgunnecessary or undue degradation of Federar rand.s. Due to th;complexity of the recramation and rehabilitation, the pran is beinjdeveloped by the. government agencies as described above. 5M, rnc.will- need to partlcipate duriig the final development of the plan,and will need to irnplement th-is plan when it ii rinarized. 5M,rnc. wirr need to post a bond or bonds ensuring that the plans wilrbe implemented- Due to the Memorandum of undeistanding between theELM and uDocM, the bond already forfeited to the state wi-tr beconsidered during the carcuratioln of the required BLM bond.
Failure to protect pubric_safety by improper closure of undergroundmine workings is noncomplianci with 49 cFR 3go9.3-5. A11 of theunderground mine workings associated with the operation must bereclaimed as specified by uDoGM or the BLM solid MineratsReclamation Handbook (H-3042_1).

Abandoning mining or processing equipment on Federar rand is aviolation of 43 cFR 3909.3-5 and 3sb9.-3-2. All of the equipment,improvements, and materiar left on the slte must be removed. rfthe equipment or material is contaminated. with hazardous substance,
|t lu.st be disposed of at a properly certified r^raste disposalfaciU.ty.

rf the wetrand Ls contaminated, and the study indicates thecontamination Ls a result of the reach facirity oi operatlon, thiswill be violation of the Clean Water Act, and 43 CFR 3gO9.Z_2(b).Until the studies afe complete, no aciio., by 5M, Inc. in thewetland is authorized.



In surnmation, 5M, Inc. needs to:
L' submit documentation to the BLM by May rz, rggg specifying thedlsturbance caused by their operations.2. Begin any envirorunenlal 

"nal.oi ""gi";"ting stucries they feelnecessary so the_y can participatL in th6 recratnation andrehabiritation pranning process for the hazardous materiarsite.
3. Desi.gn a recramation plan addressing ar-r underground mineworkings associated wrih the operation. rt nighf re in y-uiinterest to consult with the uDoGM Abandoned Mine LandsReclamation for thgir input in the aesitn oi this plan. TheBLM will review.this plan and consult w:_1h LJDoGM to ensure itmeets our reguirements- work -on trtir pr"r, should begin

iy"U+Sj."t".. A tLmetabre shourd be providei io tne BLM by Mayr.t, r-993 i_ndi-cating when the retlarnation plan wili basubmitted for_ review, and the reclamation schedule andprojected compretion date. rn addition, a reclamation bondwil]. be reguired.
4. Remove all Lquipment and, mi-ne i.mprovements from Federal rand.This work shourd_ also begi-n immediatery, and a timetableshould be provided to the e-"M by May tz, iggg- indicating whensuch removals wi1l be completed.

I5 v"" have any questions concerni.ng this matter, need to discussthe required work, or wish to review-the study alr'eaoy completed byEPA pJ.ease contact Larry Gore of this officj.
Sincerely,

/s,zDebbie J. Pietrzak

Debbie J. Pietrzak
Area Manager

Enclosure
H-3O42-1 (LS pgs. )
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